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over a few pages and showed me the entry : " Unum est necessarium et Maria elegit bonam partem. ERNEST RENAN 1850." * To my guide the contrast between the Renan who wrote these words and the author of the Origines du Christianisme was very startling ; but Renan no doubt meant in 1850 precisely what he would have meant had he used them, as he very easily might have done, in the last weeks of his life, and would, I daresay, have maintained that the meaning he gave to them was much closer to the sense in which they were originally used than was that commonly given.
I have mentioned that he won the Volney prize.. The essay, by which he won it, was afterwards expanded by its author into the Histoire Generate des Langues Semitiques^ which was the most considerable work in point of size which he produced during the first period of his literary activity, the period before his mission to Phoenicia of which I shall soon speak. It is a book of very considerable importance, and did a great deal for its author's reputation as a scholar. Much however that it contains, of a
1 I think I am right in my recollection that this was the form in which he quoted the familiar words. The Vulgate has, however, " Unum est tiecessarit/m. Maria oftimampartem elegit"